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stresses just the opposite point. Man is not to him
the ferocious yet cowardly creature on whom Hobbes
had built his Leviathan, a disparate entity artificially
wrought into a social unit. Man is naturally social.
Society is a normal growth, but government, i.e.,
the State, is artificial. It was created for specific
purposes, such as the solidification of custom into law
and to prevent the nuisance of each man being a judge
in his own case. But government was soon usurped
by the unscrupulous, and began, in their hands, to
assume excessive functions. ' If we examine with
attention into the composition and constitution of man,
the diversity of his wants, and the diversity of talent
in different men for reciprocally accommodating the
wants of each other, his propensity to society, and
consequently to preserve the advantages resulting
from it, we shall easily discover that a great part of
what is called government is mere imposition/ Paine,
that is to say, is no bitter individualist, making all
forms of human association purposive and mechanistic.
He gives a positive blessing to voluntary groupings
and natural communications, only a negative blessing
to the State. ' Society is produced by our wants
and government by our wickedness; the former
promotes our happiness by uniting our affections, the
latter negatively by restraining our vices. The one
encourages intercourse, the other creates distinctions.
The first is a patron, the last a punisher. Society in
every state is a blessing; but government even in its
best state is a necessary evil/ Who that has experi-
enced the World War of 1914-18, that orgy of * Statism *
let loose, but will sympathize with Paine's distinction
and appreciate his onslaught on the monarchs and their
creatures, who use the common people as mere means
to glory in the sanguinary sport of kings ?
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